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companies having failed, the small masters of the yeomanry
began to entertain the idea of withdrawing and trying to gain
incorporation separately. Their enterprise was helped by the
fact that so many skilled trades were now conducted outside
the city walls, and it was here the agitation began. The leather-
workers succeeded after 25 years of complaint in getting incor-
porated as the glovers in 1638, and the feltmakers had taken
about the same time to secure their independence in 1604

HENRY VIII CONFERRING A CHARTER UPON THE
SURGEONS* COMPANY

The story of these last furnishes a good illustration of the course
of events. The manufacture of felt hats on a large scale was
introduced into England early in the sixteenth century by
aliens from the Netherlands and Normandy. Gradually the
English craftsmen learnt the new process and in 1576 the felt-
makers asked for incorporation in order to regulate the trade.
The haberdashers, who sold the hats to the public, claimed that
the control was rightly theirs, and were successful in preventing
the feltmakers' object. The next effort was to secure the
appointment of a government official to control the trade,
especially in the raw material, which the feltmakers declared